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1. There exists in the human mind, and indeed by natural instinct, some sense of Deity, we hold to be beyond
dispute, since God himself, to prevent any man from pretending ignorance, has endued all men with some idea of
his Godhead, the memory of which he constantly renews and occasionally enlarges, that all to a man, being
aware that there is a God, and that he is their Maker, may be condemned by their own conscience when they
neither worship him nor consecrate their lives to his service. Certainly, if there is any quarter where it may be
supposed that God is unknown, the most likely for such an instance to exist is among the dullest tribes farthest
removed from civilisation. But, as a heathen tells us, there is no nation so barbarous, no race so brutish, as not to
be imbued with the conviction that there is a God. Even those who, in other respects, seem to differ least from
the lower animals, constantly retain some sense of religion; so thoroughly has this common conviction possessed
the mind, so firmly is it stamped on the breasts of all men. Since, then, there never has been, from the very first,
any quarter of the globe, any city, any household even, without religion, this amounts to a tacit confession, that a
sense of Deity is inscribed on every heart. Nay, even idolatry is ample evidence of this fact. For we know how
reluctant man is to lower himself, in order to set other creatures above him. Therefore, when he chooses to
worship wood and stone rather than be thought to have no God, it is evident how very strong this impression of a
Deity must be; since it is more difficult to obliterate it from the mind of man, than to break down the feelings of
his nature,—these certainly being broken down, when, in opposition to his natural haughtiness, he spontaneously
humbles himself before the meanest object as an act of reverence to God.

2. It is most absurd, therefore, to maintain, as some do, that religion was devised by the cunning and craft of a
few individuals, as a means of keeping the body of the people in due subjection, while there was nothing which
those very individuals, while teaching others to worship God, less believed than the existence of a God. | readily
acknowledge, that designing men have introduced a vast number of fictions into religion, with the view of
inspiring the populace with reverence or striking them with terror, and thereby rendering them more obsequious;
but they never could have succeeded in this, had the minds of men not been previously imbued with that uniform
belief in God, from which, as from its seed, the religious propensity springs. And it is altogether incredible that
those who, in the matter of religion, cunningly imposed on their ruder neighbours were altogether devoid of
knowledge of God. For though in old times there were some, and in the present day not a few are found who
deny the being of a God, yet, whether they will or not, they occasionally feel the truth which they are desirous
not to know.<EE#H U >-F— B =2 \EREE XM B IR Institutes of the Christian Religion-Book I-
Ch3 - The knowledge of GOD naturally implanted in the human mind by John Calvin



