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1A R HBEZ L A#ES . Pray for the candidates to be baptised next Sunday.

2. NN S % Warwick fX#%5 . Pray for the family of Benjamin & Jingjing as they settle down in Warwick.

3. PR E, Kepg| SRR, Pray for God's guidance for Ah Mei as she returns to China for good.
4. AR H BHTMHE, s H31 HE 6 H 4 H, SN cocm R TIE1E4. Pray for Pastor Irene as she is

away from 31 May till 4 June for COCM staff retreat.

5. AT IR AEERA 1S T TR #5415 . Pray for the recent events & murders happening in Bradford just

around our church.

6. NI LR Bk mH 5 . Pray for the tensions between North & South Korea.

K, BARTBERA H — U BAERNIT I RE X BRI, A R EMBA T GG A ) . BT 2
FWMEEIX F . Aahi & (Plato) #HE TV, RMKGEHEL TROEM, T2 NGRS <5
EURMRGE . FFE, R (Plutarch) (E S & FIE) (Gryllus) $RITWHARSIE, #RH—H
H5AWESIF, ANRESEBMETIL, HEAVZITmLESEE. AERIERER, (A)EET
PRAE By G mb A i v U A g o BTRL, MEHOF M A EANG D T &8, WA X A B3R 13K
Ho (<EBHBO-E—H=F)

<BEBEHFG-HE—HNUE - XFHARE TN BEHE RSB T

L R EURERAT, sREN L BN T RZBINANT . HAOBEZIXMAR, £ A4hARAERR A
BRI TN, JFRRA —ASTHE, EAHBIENREGRT T (F—3) o oh, BRHEAER
RS R R T U7 ), BOA — S8 AR MU A B 0, SR AT 19 A B AR I B R R EE 7R
T AMAEBE BRI . BT IR BP0 teAERRE PR T TR, B AR N R T
WS, (HWTLAHEE. BOGBAINOE L PERRACE g, sk b, XM N A E5EH
kM, HECEAE, RIRNAREEEMN, WERIEANFRIT, FIERMmAT 6 BT
AHOHARA I S ZE I . AL R RIS, SO AR Rttt AT IE B CARAE b TR BB TR
fro ZAATGN BT FEpRy, A IRABAIEF T 1A, #R A T RS BHCKT. FEsh, ANEMATHA A
T RHEOE . RFEM, AATEGE R SR RS o, FARAI TR A2, R B 24
o PRZ 5t WM WX AR “ BFOVIRII SRR 7 Bl (F—22) « MfERT 7. “Aibi]
SRR (F—21) RN T# LA NNVE SRR D, RPEEU: MR E s
Mo PRI OHER, A A CE THrEER, MMIMEEEE AR, e b, hA1HE CEs
TS Sl 7 B . BRI AAT T Bl R T T HEE R, BRI BHANGR L TR ZEN GO, 2T
Ay AR T P A AE T, R T =2RREN SO,

It is clear that all those who do not direct the whole thoughts and actions of their lives to this end fail to fulfil the
law of their being. This did not escape the observation even of philosophers. For it is the very thing which Plato
meant (in Phced. et Theact.) when he taught, as he often does, that the chief good of the soul consists in
resemblance to God; i.e., when, by means of knowing him, she is wholly transformed into him. Thus Gryllus,
also, in Plutarch (lib. quod bruta anim. ratione utantur), reasons most skilfully, when he affirms that, if once
religion is banished from the lives of men, they not only in no respect excel, but are, in many respects, much
more wretched than the brutes, since, being exposed to so many forms of evil, they continually drag on a
troubled and restless existence: that the only thing, therefore, which makes them superior is the worship of God,
through which alone they aspire to immortality. (Institutes of the Christian Religion-Book 1-Ch3)

Ch4 -The Knowledge of GOD Stifled or Corrupted, Ignorantly or Maliciously

1. BUT though experience testifies that a seed of religion is divinely sown in all, scarcely one in a hundred is
found who cherishes it in his heart, and not one in whom it grows to maturity, so far is it from yielding fruit in its
season. Moreover, while some lose themselves in superstitious observances, and others, of set purpose, wickedly
revolt from God, the result is that, in regard to the true knowledge of him, all are so degenerate, that in no part of
the world can genuine godliness be found. In saying that some fall away into superstition, | mean not to insinuate
that their excessive absurdity frees them from guilt; for the blindness under which they labour is almost
invariably accompanied with vain pride and stubbornness. Mingled vanity and pride appear in this, that when
miserable men do seek after God, instead of ascending higher than themselves, as they ought to do, they measure
him by their own carnal stupidity, and, neglecting solid inquiry, fly off to indulge their curiosity in vain
speculation. Hence, they do not conceive of him in the character in which he is manifested, but imagine him to
be whatever their own rashness has devised. This abyss standing open, they cannot move one footstep without
rushing headlong to destruction. With such an idea of God, nothing which they may attempt to offer in the way
of worship or obedience can have any value in his sight, because it is not him they worship, but, instead of him,
the dream and figment of their own heart. This corrupt procedure is admirably described by Paul, when he says,
that "thinking to be wise, they became fools" (Rom. 1:22). He had previously said that " they became vain in
their imaginations,” but lest any should suppose them blameless, he afterwards adds, that they were deservedly
blinded, because, not contented with sober inquiry, because, arrogating to themselves more than they have any
title to do, they of their own accord court darkness, nay, bewitch themselves with perverse, empty how. Hence it
is that their folly, the result not only of vain curiosity, but of licentious desire and overweening confidence in the
pursuit of forbidden knowledge, cannot be excused.



