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BB 554 Thanksgiving and Prayers:

1 BEEIEE, BIERIG L TAETE . A S A . Granny Mrs Chan has been discharged
from hospital and stays with her son at present. Pray that she will have a quick recovery.

2. Benjamin f Jingjing CL&#Z% Warwick, AT 2252 TR REFR BIFR oA I & B a4
Benjamin & Jingjing have already moved down to Warwick. Pray that they settle well soon and find a church God has
prepared for them.

3. Pl el [E, K5 S HTFE. Pray for God's guidance for Ah Mei as she returns to China for good.

4. NSRVGRREE A MR RE WS - H A ok AR 13— 2D BRI TS e A S B RO NS o R 5 - Pray for
the oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico that it can be stopped soon to avoid further environmental damage as well as
economic & diplomatic crisises.

5. NFRZRIFFIT- DL K RS IH 5 DA 1) 2 [RI R ANf#A%545 . Pray for peace in the Middle East and reconciliation

between Palestinians & Israelis.

KRG E T e Z PR BT RS 1. 2045 R BB TT 145 25 4 BT g I - 1) AT ] J8 72 ot BT 28
BiIH. Prel, —UIE SR FEM A N A R FERGFEA #E7 A B SRR Rt AT E Je7E
B O R — AR G SR, AT B B 5 . R LA A R 2 R 1 o o S e AN R 1 U
SRR BRI R R, S5 e AR AR AR A7 CnlY8) o AbfEsab 2
SBECT UL, LIRS G R B S — AR IE A AR, AT WA (B T12) o BEAER
G T, ARG — e M IO R 2, BRI Ot 2 B 3 5mp, R eIk 3 1)
—ANTMEEG . FTUERATR R BOEA Y (Lactantius) Frift: S2#EEAS HEBCG B2 B E1.

4. NRPIZ NI 34— RS 2 . BRABAAR S, BUAMITERE A SR, BRI Ebii], &
AR AT A S FEE A . AR R B EIET, ARATEA LK 8 B0 B A3 AR A e 4, A TME— BT
S B AR XS A A A B AR RN . BERBAT A RERE I & ), BT AR B AR
Ao LB (Statius) Uit BRI BTCAAEAE, R NKRE RGN, HZRARRFEEERS. B
BETON PR A SRR, MO HI C Ak 22, ZRH T — 1B UM N, AR A AT AR AN R ek )
WG RIZGH, AT S AL AR R BARABAT T RITE MR DL A K BE s HARATT,
WRITE A TABE S bR B e e 4, PRI AR Bt A A AR EAE AR AR 5 b, O T AE NN
AT TZRALARAL AN PITERAE B A O™ A, ABATTAEAT ) — 2853 28X, (ELIRTI e A 45 LE A8 R RS SR
HrEaC, 2%, HEEKITHEEMEEEE. BB A . JATZD AT Ajifb]
X pETE AR R A mIEANEE B SRR BE A M. AT R A CREBAAEZER
EAl N

Usually fastening merely on things on which he has declared he sets no value, it either contemptuously
overlooks, or even undisguisedly rejects, the things which he expressly enjoins, or in which we are assured that
he takes pleasure. Those, therefore, who set up a fictitious worship, merely worship and adore their own
delirious fancies; indeed, they would never dare so to trifle with God, had they not previously fashioned him
after their own childish conceits. Hence that vague and wandering opinion of Deity is declared by an apostle to
be ignorance of God: " Howbeit, then, when ye knew not God, ye did service unto them which by nature are no
gods." And he elsewhere declares, that the Ephesians were " without God" (Eph. ii. 12) at the time when they
wandered without any correct knowledge of him. It makes little difference, at least in this respect, whether you
hold the existence of one God, or a plurality of gods, since, in both cases alike, by departing from the true God,

you have nothing left but an execrable idol. It remains, therefore, to conclude with Lactantius (Instit. Div. lib. i.
2, 6), " No religion is genuine that is not in accordance with truth."

4. To this fault they add a second—viz. that when they do think of God it is against their will; never approaching
him without being dragged into his presence, and when there, instead of the voluntary fear flowing from
reverence of the divine majesty, feeling only that forced and servile fear which divine judgment extorts—
judgment which, from the impossibility of escape, they are compelled to dread, but which, while they dread, they
at the same time also hate. To impiety, and to it alone, the saying of Statius properly applies: " Fear first brought
gods into the world" (Theb. lib. i.). Those whose inclinations are at variance with the justice of God, knowing
that his tribunal has been erected for the punishment of transgression, earnestly wish that that tribunal were
overthrown. Under the influence of this feeling they are actually warring against God, justice being one of his
essential attributes. Perceiving that they are always within reach of his power, that resistance and evasion are
alike impossible, they fear and tremble. Accordingly, to avoid the appearance of contemning a majesty by which
all are overawed, they have recourse to some species of religious observance, never ceasing meanwhile to defile
themselves with every kind of vice, and add crime to crime, until they have broken the holy law of the Lord in
every one of its requirements, and set his whole righteousness at nought; at all events, they are not so restrained
by their semblance of fear as not to luxuriate and take pleasure in iniquity, choosing rather to indulge their carnal
propensities than to curb them with the bridle of the Holy Spirit.
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