My journey of faith----Jackie Xu

Good afternoon brothers and sisters! My name is Jackie and | am very pleased to have

the opportunity today to share with you about my journey of faith.

The first time | got to know about Jesus Christ was in 2004, also in this place, when one
of my friends got baptized here. | came over from Leeds to watch the ceremony, and at
that time | had curiosity about Christians life and attitudes, as | felt that they always
seemed very relaxed, with plenty of time going to Church to meet up with other
Christians, to talk about the Bible, and they pray for whatever that happens. But because
| have believed in atheism for decades in China, and was educated in the theory of
evolution, | have always felt that God has nothing to do with my own life. After that |
became more busy with studying, looking for jobs and then my wife gave birth, then |

stopped going to Church.

It was until two years ago, when my family moved to Bradford, | then started coming to
Church again. At the beginning, | usually just sit at the bottom and Passively listen to
other people’s stories, which will be forgotten after a while, and | didn’t have a deep
understanding about God’s words. Moreover, | have always felt that there is a gap
between my faith and the life in reality, where on one hand | often pray to God to ask

him to do things for me, and on the other hand | keep on doing the things that I like or

where | feel right. In reality, | rarely look for God’s will in an active way. So | still felt that

my life is full of sufferings, and | often questioned whether God really loves me.

Over the past year, | have gone back to China twice because of work, where | personally
experience the rapid economic growth in China, but also heard and saw a lot of worrying
social problem, for example, there is the lack of morality in the current society, the
dominance of utilitarianism, a lot of people focus on satisfying human desires as their
ultimate goal — Power, sex, money. There are even people who are willing to meet their

desires by any means, even unscrupulously, therefore causing all kinds of chaos and

crimes in the society. While | was in shock of these society problems, | often reflect on my
life back in the past, thinking about a couple of questions: Why are human beings like this?
What is our purpose in life? Is there any hope that this society can be saved? With these
questions in my mind, when | come to hear the pastors preaching, listen to the
testimonies by brothers and sisters and read the Bible again, | started feeling the warmth
and drawing closer to God and started believing in Him. | believe that Jesus Christ is my
saviour, because if Jesus didn’t die for me, there is no way that my sins can be forgiven.
When my heart is filled with confessions and repentance, my life has become more
meaningful, and really solved my earlier bewilderment. Like a lamp that is lit up in the
dark, suddenly | felt that all of my questions can be answered by God’s words, and it’s
because that all have sinned and fallen short of God’s glory, not believing in Him, and
choosing not to let our life filled by the Holy Spirit, which is giving ways to Satan’s
temptations, and allow those desires to grow within us and eventually will take over our
life. That is in contrary to God’s will, and so we commit all kinds of sins, and even get

deeper and deeper.

Nevertheless, God still loves us and have never abandoned us. His Salvation is so true and
the fact is that he gave his only begotten son to us, so that he was crucified for our sin on
the cross, and this is the way he showed to all men what true love is. The love of God is
everywhere, and he prepared everything for all of us, from my personal experience of the
past few years, from the time when | first came to study in the UK, to later when | found a
job, my wife giving birth to our child, applying for visa extension, my son applying for
schools and so on, throughout the entire process, me and my family have been so blessed
by God. The love of God is worthy for me to use my entire life to follow him, and to praise
him. So today I'm getting baptized to let Jesus Christ to become the Lord of my life. | will
let him guide me, change my mind and my actions, and to touch the world with true love.
Not to live in sins, but to live with God and live in a new life, to glorify God and to become
a person that pleases God. | know for certain that there will be frustrations and obstacles

along the road to follow Jesus, but | won’t be afraid and I’'m not lonely, because the



brothers and sisters here will walk with me, and more importantly, God is always with

us! Thank you!
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Mun Yin’s Testimony for Baptism

Dear Brothers and Sisters, Good afternoon. My name is Mun Yin. I'll be sharing my
testimony with you about how | became a Christian. | believe that | am not surrendering
myself to Jesus Christ on impulse. Neither do | follow Him blindly in order to receive His
blessings. | have made up my mind based on my intimate contact with God over the past

two years.

| came to the UK five years ago. | went to church once out of curiosity. | didn’t know why,
but | felt uncomfortable for a few days after | left the church. | felt as if | had done
something wrong. Because of this experience, | didn’t want to go to church any more. My

whole family and | moved to Bradford in 2008. At that time, my daughter was just one



year old. We didn’t know anyone in Bradford, and could only stay at home to kill time.
My friends then suggested that we went to church. They said that while my daughter
could play with other kids there, we adults could meet friends and talk together. Under
this circumstance, | went to church again. Since then, going to church at the weekend has

become an indispensible part of our family life.

Although | attended church services regularly, | didn’t particularly feel God’s love. |
enjoyed the services and wanted to become God’s daughter, but | could not change my
mindset. When | saw people getting baptised, | felt anxious, but I didn’t want to lie to
myself. Then | started reading the Bible in order to know God’s words. | wanted to
embrace God’s love through reading the Bible reading. Sadly, | didn’t find it very
rewarding. However, when | heard pastors explaining the Scriptures, | really felt God’s
grace through the stories. Then | realised that | was only READING the Bible, but not fully
understanding the LIFE that it describes. With the help of the pastor, | gradually came to
understand God. | now know that Jesus Christ is our saviour. We may face hardship in life
and feel desperate, but as long as we kneel before Him, God will act. Our problems and

sickness can be healed, and our desires can be materialised.

As mentioned in Roman 3:23, we are all sinners and disgrace God’s honour. At the
beginning, | questioned how come we were all sinners. Pastor Irene and Kenneth used
examples to explain to me, and | realise that we human beings are too arrogant. We
become God’s enemies; we deliberately ignore Him, disbelieve Him, walk away from Him.
As a consequence, sins emerge and we do terrible things. After understanding what are
considered as sins, | wanted to know how to address the problems of sinning. Following
our pastor’s counselling, | confessed my sins and learnt to deal with sins by relying on
God. | have decided to surrender myself to God. | have had to admit that | could not cast
away my sins by the power of my own will. Jesus Christ died on the cross for my sins, and
now | have become one of His family members who will never be punished. Once |

became a Christian, God’s love entered my life. | felt that | had changed in terms of my

lifestyle and my attitudes towards life. For example, | have made a huge improvement in
my relationships with my family. God has changed my temper a lot. | don’t lose my temper
with my kids without reason now, but have become more patient in taking care of them. |
am also able to take the initiative to pray for the health of my family and friends. In a
nutshell, | now feel God’s love everywhere. My family is now living together happily. This

blessing comes from God.

Thanks be to our Lord! In the BCCC, | feel great care from my brothers and sisters. | really
feel that God’s love surrounds me and His love is inside me. Today | receive

baptism. | am reborn in God. God has given me a new spiritual life. Now | have got a new
anchor and | can pursue a genuine Christian life. From today on, I'll surrender myself to
God, rely on Him, and follow Him. | am living for God, no longer for my sins. | ought to live
in a different way in order to show God’s glory. | want to lead the life that God wants me to
do.

That said, | know my Christian life will not be plain sailing because of the existence of
Satan. | still have a lot of queries. | sometimes make mistakes, although | know what the
right things are. To be truly saved and to enter God’s eternal kingdom, | need to persevere
and to develop good relationships with my heavenly Father. | will learn to understand
God’s Word with brothers and sisters and put it into practice in my everyday life. Thank

you!
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Su Zhen’s Testimony for Baptism

My name is Lin Su Zhen, | came from China. | moved to Bradford from London to run a

Chinese takeaway last year.

My husband and | were very superstitious; we worshiped many idols until the death of
my daughter. We decided not to believe in these idols anymore because they didn’t save
my daughter’s life. | was suffering the heartbreak of losing my daughter; although | was
living | was as good as dead; | was in great distress. | had thought of taking my life to be
with my daughter, but | recalled my daughter saying when she was still with us, “Mum,
Let us go to church together sometime.” After my daughter’s passing away, | decided not
to believe in those idols, not to worship them any longer: | wanted to cut and break the
connection with them. | wanted a change of heart, to change my way of thinking; |
wanted to find a God who loves us to be my saviour and Lord. Then | remembered my
friend Pauline who is a Christian, they are always so joyful. So | called her, telling her that

| want to trust in Jesus Christ and asking her to help me to know Jesus Christ. Then



Pauline brought Pastor Irene and Connie to visit us. They prayed for us, and they also
led us to renounce idol worship. That was the first time | experienced God, | felt
released. | felt that Jesus Christ has forgiven my sins, all of my sins. | wanted to trust in
God, and | accepted Jesus Christ as my personal saviour and Lord. | want to thank God
for His grace. | want to praise God. | am grateful for God’s word and Jesus’ blood and
giving my family peace and joy. | want to be a child of God because He has given me a
new life and gives me peace and joy. Lord Jesus, | want to follow you all the days of my

life.
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BB 5# % Thanksgiving and Prayers:

1. Bk N R AN BR— K BT PIRGLFE TS - Pray for Xue Bin & Le Zhu & family
for their situation.

2. 14 Kenneth Mould FARZ JGRE/RREEE#5% - Pray for Kenneth Mould that
he will have a speedy recovery after the operation.

3.1/ M Vivian Lee I Pauline [{#FE#%5 5 . Vivian Lee CLEHHAT T FAR, 2-3 )5
ST R ONENE . 15N Vivian Lee Al Pauline ISR #4145 . Pray for the health
of Vivian Lee and Pauline. Vivian has undergone the operation and the result will
come in 2-3 weeks to confirm if it is cancer. Pray for the recuperation of Vivian Lee
& Pauline.

A AENARASER LT TR, Iy B0 1 I 2 S AH ok RS PR
&N A # 2 E 1% . Pray for the outreach to the new students and for those
who are Christians to quickly settle into church life in Bradford.

5. 18 NHESERBRSHY, @i Hope Spring Europe Ui iy 4R - fe i
fR5FFAT. Pray for the Church retreat that God will bless us through the ministry
of Hope Spring Europe.

6. 1 N TEE H BT A TEAS SN WA IR TAE A IREERE S, OIS IETE 4R
TAER B W AH Gk H . Pray for the difficult economic situation in UK & job
security for brothers & sisters. Pray also for those who are looking for a job.

7. N E ELRAT A A RS I R AR IR R L EE 2 AET . Pray
for the cholera epidemic in Haiti that it will be brought under control to prevent

further deaths.
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