8. In regard to the origin of idols, the statement contained in the Book of Wisdom has been
received with almost universal consent!“viz. that they originated with those who bestowed
this honour on the dead, from a superstitious regard to their memory. | admit that this
perverse practice is of very high antiquity, and | deny not that it was a kind of torch by
which the infatuated proneness of mankind to idolatry was kindled into a greater blaze. | do
not, however, admit that it was the first origin of the practice. That idols were in use before
the prevalence of that ambitious consecration of the images of the dead, frequently adverted
to by profane writers, is evident from the words of Moses (Gen. 31:19). When he relates that
Rachel stole her father!fls images, he speaks of the use of idols as a common vice. Hence we
may infer, that the human mind is, so to speak, a perpetual forge of idols. There was a kind of
renewal of the world at the deluge, but before many years elapse, men are forging gods at
will. There is reason to believe, that in the holy Patriarch!fls lifetime his grandchildren were
given to idolatry: so that he must with his own eyes, not without the deepest grief, have seen
the earth polluted with idols—that earth whose iniquities God had lately purge with so fearful
a Judgment. For Joshua testifies (Josh. 24:2), that Torah and Nachor, even before the birth of
Abraham, were the worshipers of false gods. The progeny of Shem having so speedily
revolted, what are we to think of the posterity of Ham, who had been cursed long before in
their father? Thus, indeed, it is. The human mind, stuffed as it is with presumptuous rashness,
dares to imagine a god suited to its own capacity; as it labours under dullness, nay, is sunk in
the grossest ignorance, it substitutes vanity and an empty phantom in the place of God. To
these evils another is added. The god whom man has thus conceived inwardly he attempts to
embody outwardly. The mind, in this way, conceives the idol, and the hand gives it birth.
That idolatry has its origin in the idea which men have, that God is not present with them
unless his presence is carnally exhibited, appears from the example of the Israelites “Up,”
said they, “make us gods, which shall go before us; for as for this Moses, the man that
brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we wet not what is become of him,”(Exod. 22:1).
They knew, indeed, that there was a God whose mighty power they had experienced in so
many miracles, but they had no confidence of his being near to them, if they did not with
their eyes behold a corporeal symbol of his presence, as an attestation to his actual
government. They desired, therefore, to be assured by the image which went before them,
that they were journeying under Divine guidance. And daily experience shows, that the flesh
is always restless until it has obtained some figment like itself, with which it may vainly
solace itself as a representation of God. In consequence of this blind passion men have,
almost in all ages since the world began, set up signs on which they imagined that God was
visibly depicted to their eyes.
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B Bt 45 Thanksgiving and Prayers

2N Christal 1 Steve [FISCBREIXIRAEMIN 2010 12246, IR Z SRR A1k 2
Steve [JRT. SR FNRIRATBL M iRk TAM IR ZL 2 53R oA AR H
R BRI T2, Prayfor Crystal and Steve's parents at this very difficult time and pray
that the love and grace of God will comfort them in their loss of Steven. Pray that God will help us as a
church to offer our supports and love to them in their needs. Pray also that the baby whom Crystal is
carrying will be healthy & well.

B@IELF Weekly Meetings

KT K HATAPIRILE Home Office EL£24T XV R G BRI REAT B3R AT
ERE DNEEINEEOE, MR R WA ST T A
1EIP#EE. Updates on Xue Bin & Li Zhu 's situation, Home Office has been given permission to
appeal against the judgement by the judge to allow Li Zhu to stay. They are now waiting for the
appeal judge to reconsider the case and decide if the original judgement would be upheld. Please
continue to pray earnestly for God to intervene so that a correct judgement will be given.

Kennth [FISCSE RIS & B T RIZIBERE, 5 KZ % . Prayfor Kenneth's
father who has recently been diagnosed with prostate cancer.

TS, JCHAZ NI 2 i S 4 SR RL ARt o A i AN E K AT TRERS
WG, EOMESOREIR 24, Pray for UK particularly after the recent riots across the
country. Pray that this nation will hear the Gospel, repent and return to God.

TENARMIYLERE S, AR AT DS R BT AT A IR Pray for the

the famine in Africa that the people will get help for their terrible state.

EH W g Vit Breg A
Date Time Event Venue Contact
= 10:30 BEEEAIT BEgE R Ih R
Tue ! Cantonese Bible Study Church House Yuen Tai Law
g 19:00 BRI BERE R EEELh R
Thu ' Cantonese Bible Study Church House Connie Woon
riEe & E e e —
i _ il (W) T I E
: 10:30 Prayer Meeting :
Fri . Church House Yuen Tai Law
(Bi-weekly)

il 19:30 BEERARSEHE BERE Bro. Andrew
Fri ’ English Bible Study Church House Moss

H 10:30 BEE A T BEE EERB
Sun ' Mandarin Bible Study Church House Bob Wei

H 13:30 FHEF Sunbridge Road BRI
Sun ’ Sunday Service Mission Kenneth Fong
H 13:30 FHE Sunbridge Road Sis. Margot
Sun ’ Sunday School Mission Williams

H . s Sunbridge Road . .
Sun 16:00 Prayer Meeting Mission Sis. Stella Liang
H . B g E BERE o
Sun 17:30 Open House Church House Sis. Vivien Moss

VNS NAT TR AE0G ) A ER 5 4R ) jik4 45 - Pray for the global economic & financial
problems which will affect people 's lives everywhere.

F HEZEE{EFE Sunday Service Duty Rota

4= Announcements

3 H SRR ANET Last Sunday Service Attendance: TBC;
b JEZEHR 2501 Last Week's Total Offering: £TBC

8 [ 31 Sl = 177 10 SSBI - 4 sUERIZEHR N8 pSCbpE, YRR RN T Fir
7Re HihEZ 155 Kirkstall road, LS4 2AG., A N S o (O B #E S . VERIETEE IR H
HI#4IT . There will be a Day of Mandarin Teaching on - /B4 FHFE 4 (1B 4) on the 31st of Aug.
Wednesday, 10am-4pm.at the Leeds Chinese Christian Church , at 155 Kirkstall road, LS4 2AG.There
will be a short time of prayer ministry available for those who participate. Details available from
Pastor Irene.

A RAEZ 2 WA 10 A ) Open House B4, WG R S FHAE A2 Bl A
There will be an Open House meal for new students at Church House. Please come amd help in this
event, chat and make friends with the new students, your help will be appreciated.

coCM #F 9 H 9 5% 11 ‘51 Milton Keynes 257 M55 23 . COCM Gospel Camp 9-11
September at COCM Centre in Milton Keynes.

FARFOSCFEREN 9 H 105 (JH7N) FFUREERH, WALE 10 PR 12 f0F. TG
T W R AN ERE 2 e Manadrin Class run by Bradford Chinese School will start on 10
Sep (Saturday) 10:30 am - 12:30pm Details available from Yangli and Johnny Sun.

FeE Ben IS T F MM Alevel ili&5. Congratulations to BEN for excellent A level results.
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