| BELIEVE... In Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord...
Reading: John 1:1-14, Hebrews 4:14-16. (by Bro. Roger Williams)

Matthew and Luke tell us about our Lord’s conception and birth. Both tell us that Mary
became pregnant “by the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 1:18, Luke 1:28-35) and Luke makes it
clear that she was a virgin, one who had had no sexual intercourse with a man. Here was
a creative act of God, providing the necessary genetic material to fertilize the egg in
Mary’s womb: nothing further from the crude accounts of gods coupling with human
women in Greek and Roman mythology could be imagined.

From Christ’s birth, the Creed moves straight on to His death. The mention of Pontius
Pilate puts this into a clear historical setting. Pilate was Prefect or governor of the
Roman province of Judea between AD 26 and 36, and is recorded as having been hated
by the Jews for his severity and lack of consideration for their religion and customs.
Complaints had been made about him to the Emperor Tiberius, which helps to explain
why he gave in to the demands of the Jewish leaders when they warned him “If you let
this man go, you are no friend of Caesar” (John 19:12). So Pilate ordered Christ to be
crucified, washing his hands publicly in an attempt to evade responsibility (Matthew
27:24).

So Jesus was crucified at Pilate’s command: He “was crucified, dead, and buried...”
Crucifixion was a very unpleasant method of execution, reserved by the Romans for
slaves and the worst of criminals. The victim, after being flogged, was nailed or bound
to a wooden stake or cross by the hands and feet (ankles), and left there to die. Death
came slowly: the suspended position of the body was extremely painful and made
breathing difficult, while dehydration and blood loss led to a fall in blood volume and
possible heart failure. The victim might survive for a few hours, or for several days.
Where required, death was hastened by breaking the victim’s legs with a club: this could
cause death from traumatic shock, and in any case would prevent the victim pushing
himself up with his legs in order to breathe so that suffocation would quickly follow.
This was done to the two criminals crucified with Jesus (John 19:31-32).

The significance of the manner of Jesus’ death may be found in Deuteronomy 21:23,
quoted by Paul in Galatians 3:13 — “Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree.” Paul and
Peter make the meaning perfectly clear: “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law
by becoming a curse for us” (Galatians 3:13), for “He himself bore our sins in his body
on the tree” (1 Peter 2:24). There on the cross, Jesus took upon Himself the guilt and
penalty of our sins. See also Romans 5:6-8 and Hebrews 9:28.

The completeness of His death is also emphasized: He was dead and buried, and
“descended into hell” or, better, “the place of the dead.” There was no question of Jesus
only appearing to die on the cross, no chance at all that He merely fainted and recovered
later in the cool of the tomb. The Roman execution squad made sure of that (John 19:31-
34). (to be Cont’d)
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We welcome brothers and sisters to share their testimony with us here. It can be written in English or
Chinese. Please submit your testimony to Pastor Irene Chan or email to info@bccc.org.uk.
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01:30 Sunday Service FHER 04/03/2012
Chairman T Cantonese Group (Bee)
Worship U Cantonese Group (Bee)
C/W Interpreter == Cantonese Group (Bee)
Pianist EE=S Grace / Risa *2
Guitarist &t
Speaker/Interpreter &#iH /FlIZ% Capernwray Bible School students
Projectionist 2 Cantonese Group (Bee)
Communion B
Steward EE Cantonese Group (Bee)
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Creche B8t Li Zhu/Hong
Infant ARy Grace/lvy
Intermediate HHE Alice
Bible Class S
03:00 Tea Fellowship ZKEh
Chair £+ Kenneth/Kevin C
Preparation ZEBETE M Gordon & Yuen Tai's group

03:45 Bible Study (Mandarin) EREEEE&XHTE
04:00 Prayer Meeting e
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B BifE4 Thanksgiving and Prayers

Elizabeth 1k LB K FE » WrekithiGE . H & . Elizabeth is now home. Please pray for
a good healing process, gradually getting back her strength and a full recovery.

FHERH] Home Office EiFISTIIG T3 H 19 H25T » W00 B, TIERAZE S —
FHTHG » RS Z5F— YR o Xue Bin & Li Zhu & Abigail have been informed that
the hearing of the Home Office 's appeal against their case will take place on 19 March. Please
earnestly pray for them and God will grant a good outcome.

ARSI B SR EAETRA TR 2 AU ok AR TR A 5
7. Continue to pray for the provision of finance for the work of our church. May God show
us His plan and direct us to fulfil His missions.

Stella 1ok 2 [0 A S SCTE RFR 228 22 - SRl Darwin 1 5CRERER i i
Fa 22311 X] - Stella has gone to Hong Kong to sort out care arrangement for her
elderly in-laws. Pray that she will be able to arrange a suitable help-care plan for Darwin's
parents.

VRS ARRA T, A AR B AL AR H R HERIK . Pray for Fun that

her shoulder will get better and she will return to UK from Hong Kong soon.

EARFEREHS . RPETIRIENEE— N FIERERRTTE. Prayforthe
conflicts and deteriorating situations in Syria. May God bring a peaceful resolution to the
desperate situations.

T AT EI BB e S RE S IR E BN E /Y DL - REETEX MEREEEER
W25l o Pray for the Christians in UK to stand firm and be witnesses for the Lord
despite being increasingly marginalised in this country.

#H4 Announcements

I JE 3 H S AL Last Sunday Service Attendance: 65;
I JE ZE R B Last Week's Total Offering: £130
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Chairman

Worship

C/W Interpreter
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Guitarist
Speaker/Interpreter
Projectionist
Communion
Steward
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Tea Fellowship
Chair
Preparation
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English Friday Group
English Friday Group
English Friday Group
Grace

Pastor Irene Chan
English Friday Group

English Friday Group

Alice/Nan Ai's Auntie
Karen/Xiao Mei
Janet

Elizabeth

Johnny/Victor
Pauline's Group

ZEIER]FE Weekly Meetings

18/03/2012

Mandarin Sunday
Mandarin Sunday
Christal

Bee *1
Derek/Joshua
Andrew Moss
Mandarin Sunday
Mr Li, Johnny
Mandarin Sunday

Ah Zhi/Esther or Bob
Christina/Margot
Communion

Kevin C/Fung
Victor & Christina's group

AR, EES 5HCHIEELS Barry Fl Jim. Ifyoucanhelpinre-
decorating church house, please contact Barry or Jim.

Wr—EHEHESE T — RS R EE A RS TEE hEt
16+ LR K R ek T B 26 T, © The new Church Council will hold the first
meeting soon, if you have any issues or items to raise for the agenda in this meeting please
contact Kevin Cheung or Kenneth Fong.

F AR LERBRIEAESITA N E » FIIAFLA0ZE S ik (1 5T L8 507 T
7157 HES S TiEE 2042 © The rota for Sunday Service in the main hall is now based
on different bible study groups, with some positions filled by named individuals whilst the
catering team for tea fellowship remains unchanged.

W5 Jay BB ILS R T EHHERETIRAL » SRl T EHE RIS 4 BCCC =11 -
Congratulations to our Brother Jay Lee, who studied in Bradford University and was a BCCC
member, had the wedding ceremony in Hong Kong today (4 Mar 12).

EH W g Hir&h L7 IN
Date Time Event Venue Contact
— ERE A $SHT 22 Rooley Lane, ) )
: Sis. Paul
Mon 11:00 Mandarin Bible Study BD5 8LX 5. Fauline
. Ee (fRE . R
~10:30 e et AGE BETLHIIR
Tue ’ y' e Church House Yuen Tai Law
(Bi-weekly)
g 10:30 EREEISIE Ee= = ST b
Tue ' Cantonese Bible Study Church House Yuen Tai Law
| 19:00 BEEEASIT HER o e bk
Thu ' Cantonese Bible Study Church House Connie Woon
il 19:30 BLERAFEHE BE=E Bro. Andrew
Fri ’ English Bible Study Church House Moss
H 13:30 FHEFH Sunbridge Road PR I
Sun ' Sunday Service Mission Kenneth Fong
H 14:10 FHE Sunbridge Road Sis. Margot
Sun ’ Sunday School Mission Williams
H BREE ST Sunbridge Road ) -
: Sis Christina X
Sun 15:45 Mandarin Bible Study Mission s Lhristina Au
H rES Sunbridge Road . .
: Sis. Stella L
Sun 16:00 Prayer Meeting Mission 5. >tefla Lang
H P E = E == N
: Sis. V M
Sun 17:30 Open House Church House 1s- vivien Vioss




